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Evidentiary  Dcouuent  §  5365* 


SWORE  STATE! TH TT  cf  IJ*.  I7UDOLF  E..SIL  ,.IL3C!  * 

rirolcso  QperutoTi  Civil  ’.Tireless  station, 

pan^alcrc  contcnuent  j 

I  was  onplcyed  a s  a  wiroloss  operator  in  rcrt  Blair  since  193*. 

\;e  ..ere  captured  by  the  Japanese  on  23  Iprch  1942  and  ko.  t  priaonero  c:. 
tho  island  for  oi^ht  oenths. 

l\/o  weeks  ufter  on  capture,  in  port  Blair,  jr.  A.C,  Bird, 
Cotxjorciol  Officer  and  personal  asaiattu.t  to  tho  Chief  , 

rus  cata.  crised  as  a  spy  by  tho  jUi.-m.ooo.  Ho  wus  token  out,  torturod  and 
eventually  beheaded  in  public  on  Aberdeen.  I  did  net  witness  this  as  I 
wus  kept  on  Rcss  island,  tut  icople  connected  with  the  convict  ostablish- 
nont  on  tho  /jtdaunns  v:ill  possibly  be  able  to  Live  details  cf  this 
incident. 

Or.  20th  novoi.-.bor  1942  oi,  htoon  of  us  wore  taken  by  the  Japanese 
in  the  hatch  cf  tho  HWITU  1'AJKJ  to  pontoon .  Ohio  Part^  included  various 
Gcvt.  officials  0030^;  whon  was  the  chiof  Coixiisoioncr,!** ,  C.F.  ..nTERFiXL. 

'•^Treuchod  nungen  on  22nd  KOVOtfcor  1942  andttker.  straight  to  the  Central 
jail,  re  were  confined  in  cells  ucont  for  solitary  confinement  but  two 
voro  kept  in  each.  cell.  .Jter  twe  days  cf  confinement  in  this  cell  we 
verc  rex.ovcd  to  the  vin^  for  British  prisoners.  During  tho  tiro  that  wc 
were  in  the  solitary  colls  nr.st  of  us  were  beaten  up  by  the  japuneso 
.  uards.  The  chief  Coruisoionor  and,  I  think,  tho  padro  of  the  church  of 
Di;  lund,  rev,  yea:*  v/hc  were  in  the  coll  next  but  one  to  nine  wore  t 
persons  nest  sevorcly  beaten.  The  boatings  were  duo  to  the  fact  that  wc 
did  net  understand  what  tho  tJuardc  wur.tod  us  to  do,  and  which,  I  later 
loarnt ,  was  thut  wo  should  bew  to  thon  when  wo  net  then.  The  worst 
beatings  wore  in  connection  with  tho  forus  that  wo  wore  node *c  fill  in 
-  ivinr  details  of  our  nanoo,  occupations,  state  of  nir.d  at  tho  tun  of 
capture  etc ./  The  jupanosc  jaard  responsible  for  the  boatings  whilo  we 
-rxi-c  in  tficoolitary  cells  was  killed  in  a  subsequent  air  raid  on  Ran0oon. 

After  cur  reroval  to  the  British  Ring  we  were  kept  in  cells, 
originally  ir.tendod  for  28  convicts,  tut  which  invariably  contained  40 
or  ix.ro  prisoners  of  war.  Tho  oanitory  arrangoror.ts  wore  tost  unhygienic 
ojid  we  had  to  clear,  our  lavutorioo  ourselves. 

Thilo  i  was  in  Rangoon  jail,  I  was  r.ct  to  at  or.,  but  beatings  for 
others  were  daily  fcaturos.  Of  these  I  can  particularly  rorobor  cases  cf 
Ihj.  Lorinj,  capt.  jfcscn,  Brigadier  Hobson  and  cno  ir.  I*>nin,  a  prisoner 
of  over  60  and  whe  is  new  in  the  B.I  ,11, ,  Bangalore. 

One  Japanese  guard  U.  particular,  whose  r.axx  I  do  not  know  but 
who  was  known  us  tho  "j.sulroin  Terror*  was  the  worst  at  this  .o 

v;as  a  short,  puny  individual  and  whonover  thoro  was  an  air  raid,  which 
was  frequent,  jtiscr.  and  Loring  would  bo  takon  cut  of  the  jail  conpour. 
j  uatc  und  boater,  up  by  the  »i.pulx..cir.  Terror*.  Tkoy  wore  either  slapped, 
t  fistod  or  boater,  with  the  tuttc  of  rifloo. 
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!  two  ether  t.uardc,  whe  verc  In  chare®  of  the  garden  party  one 

by  nano  1X/T0  und  another  kr.otm  among  us  us  *rho  Admiral  » ,  indulged  in 
considerable  ill-treatment  of  prisoners.  They  usually  udopted  the 
practice  of  kickingwith  auaunitlon  boots  on  the  shins  or  privato  ports 
of  prisoners.  ]<pst  of  tho  punioliuonts  wore  inflicted  as  the  result  of 
tho  prisoners  failing  to  undcr3tund  ordoro  ^iv on  rapidly  in  the  Japanese 
__  languag’C.!  ■The  Admiral  •  was  so  nomod  by  uo  bocauso  ho  had  beui  trans¬ 
ferred  iron  tho  jap  ravy  to  tho  Any* 

Beatings  with  riflo  butts  and  ornunition  boots  took  place 
regularly  every  day  but  i  cannot  remember  any  specific  dates  on  which 
arty  i  articular  prisoner  v/a3  thus  beaten  up.  Thu  Japanese  guards  allotted 
punishment  on  a  factual  responsibility  •  busis.  That  is  to  say  for  any 
iisdenvoancur  comittod  by  anybody,  the  actual  individual  concerned  as 
•.roll  os  tho  senior  officor,  Brigadier  Hobson,  would  bo  punished. 

CXi  two  occasions  tho  japancso  guurd  connandor,  when  going  round 
aftor  lights  out  discovered  a  faint  glow  cf  burning  enbers  in  tho  cook- 
heuso.  immediately  Bri®  Hobson  was  called  out  and  boaten.  I  did  not  see 
the  beating  but  hoard  the  ounds  Then  tho  ccck-hcusc  staff  (prisoners) 
uero  called  out  and  in  tho  pvcpor.co  of  Brig.  Hobson,  nado  to  fall  in 
roiks  facing  each  cthor  and  made  to  slap  each  ether  hard,  for  a  con¬ 
siderable  length  cf  ti:.je.  Tho  g m.rd  involved  in  those  instances  v;as 
known  as  •HUITY"  due  to  hi3  etoopin^  gait. 

U1,  Ilonin  was  sovcrcly  beaten  by  IDTO,  in  qy  presence.  The 
reason  for  this  was  that  whon  Monir.  passed  I'OTO,  his  bow  was  net  obsorvod 
by  IDTO,  who  presuming  that  norm  did  not  bet?  when  he  cane  inte  the  jail 
coniound,  beat  him.  Jpnin  was  ulso  kicked.  It  was  a  oovorc  boating 
for  cm  average  young  man  and  ;t>nin  was  hall-  curried  and  half  draggod  up 
to  his  coll  in  u  state  cf  send -collapse. 

The  verst  beatings  woro  given  to  new  prisoners  arriving  in  jail. 
These,  as  they  arrived,  wore  kept  in  solitary  confinement  upwards  of 
throe  weeks  at  a  time,  during  which  time  thoy  were  frequently  beaten  up, 
the  buckle  end  of  a  bolt  and  the  steel  shaft  of  a  golf  club  being  the 
chief  ’..capons. i  i  have  seen  tho  guard  known  as  tho  "I’oulmein  Terror* 
^’"gbing  towards  the  solitary  cells  with  a  golf  club,  rive  American 
priests  -  r.  rewnun .pathors  O'Reilly,  O'Sullivan,  pemarais  and  Lucoy  - 
who  were  thU3  confined  in  solitary  cello  and  beaten  up  have  told  us  of 
instances  of  British  airmen  prisoners  being  starved  and  beaten  up 
severely. 

[Deaths  among  prisoners  in  tho  Rangoon  jail  were  frequent,  due 
mostly  to  malnutrition  and  luck  of  modical  facilities^  Cpl«  Sykoo,  pte. 
!Ollet,  rtc.  Abrahamson  of  the  Duke  of  ’’cllingtons,  ptc.  Holdsworth  of 
tho  rest  yorko  end  pto,  ghcord  cl  tho  H0YLI3  were  a  fow  that  I  can 
romembor.  i  think  pcv.  yoivp.  mentioned  earlier, who  is  now  in  yorcaud, 
had  a  li3t  of  prisoners  who  ..icd  in  Rangoon  jail  during  the  period  that 
I  was  there.  Bcri  beri  and  dysentery  were  the  cause  cf  most  deaths. 
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The  doc  tore  who  may  bo  able  to  givo  fuUer  detail  uro  Lt.Col.  jackcnzio, 
n  A  r  C  .  ’Uj.  Tjicleoc,  I.r  o- .Dr.  Jttcdonald,  I.i’.D.  one  Dr.  Swingler, 
j* ;  *d1  *d r.  Iticdonald  is  now  at  B.U.K.i  Bangalore,  while  Dr-  Stingier, 

I  understand,  is  at  Hhiil  ru.  T ho  only  me,. i cine  available  as  -or  as  I 
can  ruaombor  were  vital  In  h  tab?,  to  for  bori  beri.  bene  charcoal  for 
dysentery  and  diorrohea  and  lfcs  for  akin  diseaoos. 

mhcre  were  also  casco  of  prisoners  of  war  who  were  taken  for 
e: perimontal  purposes  and  used  as  guinea  pigs.  I  have  heard  ci  cases  of 
such  priocnors  being  injected  with  denijo  germs  among  ether  germs.  This, 
howover,  was  before  i  reached  Rangoon  jail  and  I  was  tola  this  by  several 
prisoners,  one  cf  such  prisoners.  I  third:, is  Cel.  Dovctc*  RAIXJ. 

Apart  from  this  I  havo  hoard  cf  Group  captain  !"ccro  who  was 
starved  and  ill-treated  in  the  solitary  colls  for  refusingto  disclose 
informuion  desired  by  the  japs. 

I  was  taker,  tc  Tavoy  on  l&th  April  1943  v/horo  I  was  kept 
in  an  internment  camp,  litre  Z  raa  boater,  ur  a  nuriKr  of  times  t-ree  of 
which  i  cun  remember.  C  v  t  wc  o  *cr  *>iV  understand  an 

:  ort.cr  fclvw.  lr.  Jl*  ax*  V  -,ri.  C~r.  -f.*  -Ml  ‘flf™ 

;  In  tho  camp.  choo  rtc  or  ‘.M  J  caooairo  r-‘  r  th  Q  fUt  f-ece  of  nood 

ull  over  the  body*  on  aiwtkur  oo  our  ion  i  was  ee.'un  up  by  the  lT,C.O.  of 
the  camp,  riTAHAHA.  This  v.us  t.’-auru  et  a  crauo^heno  concert  where  I 
wuo  detailed  to  play  a  nor.Vor  c.f  r.  cords-  I  pi  yodono  more  than  the 
j  number  put  to  the  programme .  me  with  nis  cloaca  fist 

on  tho  face  a  number  of  times.  Tho  t.vir  1  heating  ■..ras  alsp  by  .  ITAHARA 
for  not  bowing  to  him.  He  commenced  wi*-h  his  lists  and  later  resortes  to 
his  bolt.  I  and  another  prisoner  -  IW33QJ  ••  wore  thenwade  to  kneel  in 
front  of  the  guurd  room.  A  bamboo  stick  ?  inches  in  diameter,  ua3  thon 
placed  in  the  hollow  behing  rho  knees  and  wo  wore  nude  to  sit  back  on  our 
'  hocls  for  about  two  hours,  after  which  we  had  to  rise  and  stand  to 
attention  for  another  two  hours. 

Dr,  stingier  mentioned  earlier,  and  one  l**s.  Childers,  widow  of 
Lt.Col.  Childers,  were  given  solidary  «onf iremtnts  for  3  months  ar.d 
frequently  beater,  when  in  solitary  conl‘ir.cn*>;,t.J.  3*io  wus  done  by  a  three 
"Hor  private  by  nano  TAI1..  Ta."3  was  t’i-  Lv'i/idual  responsible  for  most 
of  tho  ill-treatment  of  ..rise-  -era  ir.  Tav.y  can;,  iron  jan.  44  to  Aug  45. 
we  was  the  interpreter  of  the  cs.pn  but  atpc area  to  have  extraordinary 
powers  and  virtually  ran  the  comp.  rrc.  Chi?  ors  received  particularly 
bad  treatment  from  TAIT.  .  "ith  the  advent  of  TATiS  on  absolute  reign  cf 

terror  prevailed. 

IT.  rorbes  i itcholl,  his  wife  and  four  year  old  son,  at  present 
staying  in  5  Curley  street,  Richmond  Town,  Bangalore  Cuntt ; ,  received 
considerable  ill-trcatnont  at  the  bands  of  TiuT  TAIT.  was  responsible  for 
deciding  on  diev  ei  ei'.l:  prisoners  aud  '.ve  to  h:s  dislike  of  litchell 
refused  to  allow  any  special  Sec!:  Ciit  being  gvon  to  ;itchell's  son,  who 
v.'us  c:t remoly  weak  and  undur-ncurished. 
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! —  There  was  u  its,  Tun  Hla  Oung,  wife  r-f  Capt.  Tur.  Hla  Cung  who 

2  was  brought  down  from  Ipymyo  to  Tavoy  ciu-p,  She  wuo  an  mglish-weasy 
I  uged  about  26,  and  wuo  subjoctcd  to  an  indecent  ussuult  by  one  of  the 
1  camp  Governor o^j  This  particular  governor  was  in  conxnand  previous  to  the 
individual  who  was  governor  at  the  time  of  our  release.  I  do  not  know 
tho  detuils  of  this  incidont  but  I  havo  heard  that  TuIX  aided  tho  governor 
in  his  assault  on  its.  lun  Hla  Oung. 


jn  Tavoy  food  deteriorated  to  such  on  extent  that  we  wero 
^obliged  to  oat  dogs,  rats  and  snakes. 


Two  other  v.iroless  operators,  who  woro  in  Rangoon  Jail  and  Tavoy 
cump  with  me  and  who  might  be  able  to  furnish  mere  information,  arc  R.C. 
ALLISON*  4  ..lexander  street,  Richmond  Tcv-n,  and  R,T.  ’"IGGIKS,  tfood 
Street,  BWiglcre  canttx 


Read  over  and  approvod  as  a  correct  record. 


Bunguloro  (Sij^ed)  RUDOLF  B..SIL  ’..TLSON. 

23  Fob.  46. 

The  ubovc  sworn  statement  of  IT*  Rudolf  Basil  '.,'ilson, 
consisting  of  3  pagos  was  recorded  by  me  and  road  over  to  him  on  23 
peb.  46  and  approved  by  him  as  a  correct  record, 

(Signed)  capt.  C.  Thomas 

Staff  Captain, Legal, 
H/i. ,  Bangalore  .joa, 

I  certify  that  tho  abovo  i3  the  above  is  tho  truo  copy  of 
the  statement  made  by  R.B,  V/ILSON, 


(Signed)  ? 

Capt.,  investigator,  17  7.C.I.T. 
Detailed  by  C-in-C  ALFSEa . 
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